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In order that the groups of inventions in claims fulfill the requirement 
of unity of invention, the presence of "a special technical feature" is 
required to link the groups of inventions to each other so as to form 
a single general inventive concept. . 

Our investigation on whether "a current collecting structure 
characterized by comprising a collecting substrate and carbon materials 
formed on the collecting substrate in claim 1" can be "a special technical 
feature" or not has evidenced that the collecting structure is not novel 
and cannot be "a special technical feature" since it is described in [claim 
1] of the prior art document JP 3281819 B2 (Sanyo Electric Co., Ltd.), 
22 February, 2002 (22.02.02). 

Accordingly, there is no "special technical feature" so linked as 
to form a single general inventive concept among the groups of inventions 
in claims 1 to 10, and the groups of inventions do not fulfill the requirement 
of unity of invention. 

Next, our examination on the number of the groups of inventions so 
linked as to form a single general inventive aoncept described in claims 
of this International Application has evidenced that there are five . 
inventions classified into claims 1 and 4-7, 2, 3, 8 and 10, and 9 described 
in the claims. Since claim 8 is linked to claim 9 on such a technical 
matter as "an electrode structure characterized by comprising a collecting 
substrate and electrode active materials formed on the collecting 
substrate", our investigation on whether the technical matter can be "a 
special technical feature" or not has evidenced that it is a well-known 
technical matter without citing an evidence and does not become "a special 
technical feature". 

As a result, it is considered that five inventions classified into 
claims 1 and 4-7, 2, 3, 8 and 10, and 9 are described in the claims of 
the International Application. 
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